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LIVING UNDER THE UNIQUE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST 
AND IN THE UNIQUE DIVINE FELLOWSHIP 

 

(Saturday—Evening Session) 
 

Message Six 
The Fellowship of Life 

 

Scripture Reading: 1 John 1:2-9; 2:27; 4:8, 16; 2 Cor. 13:14 
1 John 1:2 (And the 1alife was 2bmanifested, and we have seen and ctestify and report to you 3the deternal life, which 

was 4ewith the 5Father and was 6manifested to us); 
1 John 1:3 That which we have 1seen and heard we report 2also to you that you also may have 3afellowship with us, 

and indeed our fellowship is with the 4Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
1 John 1:4 And these things we write that 1our 2ajoy may be made full. 
1 John 1:5 1And this is the amessage which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 2God is 3blight and 

in Him is no 4darkness at all. 
1 John 1:6 If we say that we 1have fellowship 2with Him and yet 3walk in the adarkness, we 4blie and are not 

5practicing the 6truth; 
1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, and the 3bblood 

of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 
1 John 1:8 If we say that we 1do not have sin, 2we are deceiving ourselves, and the 3atruth is not in us. 
1 John 1:9 If we 1aconfess our sins, He is 2bfaithful and crighteous to dforgive us our esins and 3fcleanse us from all 

4gunrighteousness. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the 1anointing which you have received from 2Him 3abides in you, and you have 4no 

need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing 5ateaches you concerning 6all things and is 7true and is 
not a blie, and even as it has taught you, 8abide in Him. 

1 John 4:8 He who adoes 1not love has not bknown God, because God is 2clove. 
1 John 4:16 And we know and have abelieved the 1love which God has 2in us. God is 3love, and he who 4abides in 

love 5abides in God and 6God abides in him. 
2 Cor 13:14 The 1agrace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the blove of God and the cfellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
 

I. “We…report to you the eternal life…that which we have seen and heard we 
report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ”—1 John 1:2-3: 
1 John 1:2 (And the 1alife was 2bmanifested, and we have seen and ctestify and report to you 3the deternal life, 

which was 4ewith the 5Father and was 6manifested to us); 
1 John 1:3 That which we have 1seen and heard we report 2also to you that you also may have 3afellowship with 

us, and indeed our fellowship is with the 4Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

A. The life of God is the source of the fellowship of life—this fellowship comes from the 
life of God, its existence is due to the life of God, it is derived from the life of God, and it 
is brought to us by the life of God. 

B. The meaning of the fellowship of life is the flowing of life: 
1. Once we believe in the Lord and receive the eternal life, which was reported to us, it 

brings its fellowship of life, its f low of life, to us, that there may be a fellowship, a f 
low, between us and God. 

2. The life of God that we receive is neither only partial nor whole (but both partial and 
whole) because it is f lowing; this can be illustrated by the f low of the water of life 
in the New Jerusalem and also by the f low of electricity and by the f low of blood in 
our physical body—Rev. 22:1. 
Rev 22:1 And 1he ashowed me a 2briver of 3cwater of life, bright as 4dcrystal, eproceeding out of the 

5fthrone of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its 6gstreet. 

C. The fellowship that we have through the entering into us of God’s life is of two aspects: 
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1. Vertically, our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ; this 
fellowship carries God Himself and all His riches into us for our sharing and 
partaking—1 John 1:3, cf. v. 6. 
1 John 1:3 That which we have 1seen and heard we report 2also to you that you also may have 

3afellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the 4Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. 

1 John 1:6 If we say that we 1have fellowship 2with Him and yet 3walk in the adarkness, we 4blie 
and are not 5practicing the 6truth; 

2. Horizontally, our fellowship is with the apostles and with the church, which the 
apostles represent; this means that we have fellowship with all those who possess 
the life of God—Acts 2:41-42; 1 Cor. 12:28; 1 John 1:7. 
Acts 2:41 Those then who received his word were 1baptized, and there were aadded on that day 

about three bthousand souls. 
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the 1teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in 

the abreaking of bread and the bprayers. 
1 Cor 12:28 And God has aplaced some in the 1bchurch: first 2capostles, second 3dprophets, third 

4eteachers; then 5fworks of power, then 6gifts of ghealing, 7helps, 8hadministrations, 
various kinds of 9itongues. 

1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, 
and the 3bblood of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 

3. In this vertical and horizontal fellowship there is the mingling of the Triune God 
with all the redeemed saints; in other words, the fellowship eventually consummates 
in the oneness of the Triune God with the Body of Christ. 

 

II. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all”—2 Cor. 13:14: 
A. The fellowship of life, which is in and through the Holy Spirit, becomes our life 

experience and spiritual reality only when we live in the Holy Spirit and follow the Holy 
Spirit—Gal. 5:25; Rom. 8:14; Phil. 3:3. 
Gal 5:25 If we 1live by the Spirit, let us also 2awalk by the Spirit. 
Rom 8:14 For as many as are 1led by the 2Spirit of God, these are 3asons of God. 
Phil 3:3 For we are the 1acircumcision, the ones who 2serve by the Spirit of God and bboast in Christ 

Jesus and 3have no confidence in the 4cflesh, 

B. The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is the transmission, the communication, of the grace of 
Christ with the love of God the Father; this fellowship is the transmission of the divine 
riches of the processed and consummated Triune God into our being. 

C. The entire church life depends upon the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; the current, the 
fellowship, of the Divine Trinity within us, as revealed in 2 Corinthians 13:14, is our 
spiritual pulse. 
2 Cor 13:14 The 1agrace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the blove of God and the cfellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 

III. The fellowship of life is carried on by the Spirit in our regenerated spirit; 
hence, it is also called the “fellowship of spirit”—Phil. 2:1: 
Phil 2:1 1If there is therefore any encouragement in Christ, if any 2aconsolation of love, if any bfellowship of 

spirit, if any 3ctenderheartedness and dcompassions, 

A. Our spirit is the location of the fellowship of life. 
B. If we are apart from our spirit or outside of our spirit, right away our contact with one 

another becomes a kind of social association that is no longer the fellowship of life. 
 

IV. The function of the fellowship of life is to supply us with all the riches of the 
divine life: 
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A. A good picture of this is the f lowing of the water of life in the New Jerusalem with the 
tree of life—Rev. 22:1-2a. 
Rev 22:1 And 1he ashowed me a 2briver of 3cwater of life, bright as 4dcrystal, eproceeding out of the 

5fthrone of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its 6gstreet. 
Rev 22:2a And on this aside and on that side of the river was the 1btree of life, producing twelve 2cfruits, 

yielding its fruit 3each 4month; … 

B. Furthermore, John 15:4-5 says that we abide in the vine and that the vine abides in us; 
this abiding supplies us with the life-juice of Christ, the riches of the life of Christ. 
John 15:4 aAbide bin Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 1of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears amuch fruit; 

for apart from Me you can do bnothing. 
 

V. We need to care for the following responsibilities of a believer toward the 
fellowship of life: 
A. We must continue steadfastly in the fellowship of life—Acts 2:42. 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the 1teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the 
abreaking of bread and the bprayers. 

B. We must obey the teaching of the anointing—1 John 2:27. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the 1anointing which you have received from 2Him 3abides in you, and you 

have 4no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing 5ateaches you concerning 6all 
things and is 7true and is not a blie, and even as it has taught you, 8abide in Him. 

C. We must walk in the light—1:7. 
1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, and 

the 3bblood of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 

D. We must confess our sins, taking Christ as our sin offering for the sin in our nature and as 
our trespass offering for the sins in our conduct—vv. 7-9. 
1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, and 

the 3bblood of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 
1 John 1:8 If we say that we 1do not have sin, 2we are deceiving ourselves, and the 3atruth is not in us. 
1 John 1:9 If we 1aconfess our sins, He is 2bfaithful and crighteous to dforgive us our esins and 3fcleanse us 

from all 4gunrighteousness. 
 

VI. We must see and realize the following results of the fellowship of life: 
A. We obtain the enjoyment of the Triune God—v. 4. 

1 John 1:4 And these things we write that 1our 2ajoy may be made full. 

B. We obtain the light of God—vv. 5-7. 
1 John 1:5 1And this is the amessage which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 2God is 

3blight and in Him is no 4darkness at all. 
1 John 1:6 If we say that we 1have fellowship 2with Him and yet 3walk in the adarkness, we 4blie and are 

not 5practicing the 6truth; 
1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, and 

the 3bblood of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 

C. We obtain the cleansing of the blood—v. 7. 
1 John 1:7 But if we awalk in the light as He 1is in the light, we 2have fellowship with one another, and 

the 3bblood of 4Jesus His Son 5cleanses us from every 6sin. 

D. We have the Lord abiding in us—John 15:4-5. 
John 15:4 aAbide bin Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 1of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears amuch fruit; 

for apart from Me you can do bnothing. 

E. We bear much fruit to glorify God—v. 8. 
John 15:8 In this is My Father 1aglorified, that you bear much fruit and so you will become My 

bdisciples. 
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VII. The fellowship of life is realized by the sense of life and is preserved by the 
sense of life—Rom. 8:6. 
Rom 8:6 For 1the mind set on the flesh is 2death, but 3the mind set on the spirit is alife and bpeace. 

 

VIII. Our relationship of life with God can never be broken (John 10:28-29), 
but it is possible for our fellowship with Him to be broken by sins, by 
disobedience, by not caring for the sense of life, or by not following the inner 
anointing. 
John 10:28 And I give to them 1aeternal life, and they shall by bno means perish forever, and no one shall 

csnatch them out of My hand. 
John 10:29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all, and no one can asnatch them out of My 

1Father's hand. 
 

IX. We can recover our life fellowship with the Lord by confessing our sins; the 
cleansing of the blood of Jesus the Son of God solves the problem of 
separation from God, the problem of guilt in our conscience, and the 
problem of accusations from Satan, thus enabling us to have a daily life full 
of God’s presence—1 John 1:9; Psa. 103:1-4, 12-13; 32:1-2; Rev. 12:10-11. 
1 John 1:9 If we 1aconfess our sins, He is 2bfaithful and crighteous to dforgive us our esins and 3fcleanse us from 

all 4gunrighteousness. 
Psa 103:1 Bless Jehovah, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
Psa 103:2 Bless Jehovah, O my soul; And do not forget all His benefits: 
Psa 103:3 He pardons all your iniquities; He heals all your diseases; 
Psa 103:4 He redeems your life from the pit; He crowns you with lovingkindness and compassions; 
Psa 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
Psa 103:13 As compassionate as a father is toward his children, So compassionate is Jehovah toward those who 

fear Him. 
Psa 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven; Whose sin is covered. 
Psa 32:2 Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah does not impute iniquity And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, Now has come the salvation and the power and the 

1akingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the 2accuser of our brothers has been cast 
down, who baccuses them before our God day and night. 

Rev 12:11 And 1they aovercame him because of the 2bblood of the cLamb and because of the 3word of their 
testimony, and they 4dloved not their soul-life even 5eunto death. 

 

X. As we remain in the fellowship, the enjoyment, of God as the eternal life, we 
partake of God in His divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4)—as Spirit, love, and light; 
Spirit is the nature of God’s person (John 4:24), love is the nature of God’s 
essence (1 John 4:8, 16), and light is the nature of God’s expression (1:5): 
2 Pet 1:4 1Through 2which He has granted to us precious and 3exceedingly great apromises that through 

4these you might become bpartakers of the divine nature, 5having cescaped the 6corruption which is 
in the dworld 7by elust. 

John 4:24 1God is 2Spirit, and those who 3worship Him must worship ain 4spirit and 5truthfulness. 
1 John 4:8 He who adoes 1not love has not bknown God, because God is 2clove. 
1 John 4:16 And we know and have abelieved the 1love which God has 2in us. God is 3love, and he who 4abides 

in love 5abides in God and 6God abides in him. 
1 John 1:5 1And this is the amessage which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 2God is 3blight 

and in Him is no 4darkness at all. 

A. If we spend an adequate amount of personal time with the Lord and remain in the 
fellowship with Him daily and hourly, we will enjoy the Lord as the Spirit, and we will 
become persons who are full of the divine love (the inner substance of God) and the 
divine light (the expressed element of God)—v. 3; 2 Cor. 13:14: 
1 John 1:3 That which we have 1seen and heard we report 2also to you that you also may have 3afellowship 

with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the 4Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
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2 Cor 13:14 The 1agrace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the blove of God and the cfellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

1. The divine love is God Himself poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit to 
be the source for our enjoyment of the dispensing of the Triune God and the 
motivating power within us, so that we may more than conquer all our 
circumstantial situations—Rom. 5:5; 8:37, 39. 
Rom 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because the 1alove of God has been bpoured out in 

our chearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
Rom 8:37 But in all these things we 1more than conquer through Him who loved us. 
Rom 8:39 Nor height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the 1alove of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

2. The divine light is the divine life in the Son operating in us; this light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it—John 1:4-5; 1 John 1:5. 
John 1:4 In Him was 1alife, and the life was the 2blight of men. 
John 1:5 And the alight shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
1 John 1:5 1And this is the amessage which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 

2God is 3blight and in Him is no 4darkness at all. 

B. When we enjoy God by touching God and by being infused with God in the divine 
fellowship, we walk, live, move, and have our being in His Spirit as our person, in His 
love as our essence, and in His light as our expression for us to be His corporate 
testimony—Rom. 8:4; Eph. 5:2, 8; Matt. 5:14-16. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be 1fulfilled in us, who do not 2awalk 

according to the flesh but according to the 3spirit. 
Eph 5:2 And awalk in 1blove, even as 2Christ also cloved 3us and gave Himself up for us, an 4offering 

and a dsacrifice to God for a 5esweet-smelling savor. 
Eph 5:8 For you were aonce 1bdarkness but are now clight din the Lord; 2ewalk as 3fchildren of light 
Matt 5:14 You are the 1alight of the world. It is impossible for a 2bcity situated upon a mountain to be 

hidden. 
Matt 5:15 Nor do men light a alamp and place it under the 1bushel, but on the 2blampstand; and it shines 

to all who are in the house. 
Matt 5:16 In the same way, let your light ashine before men, so that they may see your 1bgood works and 

2cglorify your 3Father who is in the heavens. 
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